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MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

On the Special Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission and the 

failure to adopt a revised yellowfin tuna rebuilding plan 
 

The Government of the Republic of Maldives is disappointed that the Special Session of the Indian 

Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) (SS4), convened with the aim of establishing a reliable yellowfin tuna 

stock rebuilding plan concluded on Friday, 12th March 2021, with no tangible outcomes.  

Recognising the advice of the Scientific Committee of the IOTC, Maldives tabled a proposal at SS4, 

advocating to reduce the catch of yellowfin tuna in the Indian Ocean by at least 15% to that of the 2015 

catch levels, which corresponds to a total of 346,438 mt. The proposal from the Maldives called for 

increases in reduction of yellowfin tuna catches from various gear categories compared to the current 

conservation and management measure, along with a complete phasing out of supply vessels (Drifting 

FAD management vessels) in the Indian Ocean by 1st January 2025. Maldives also proposed to double 

the catch reduction from 5% to 11% for the pole and line fishery and the handline fishery of the 

Maldives, despite our high dependence on the tuna fishery and the serious challenges that will arise in 

meeting with suggested requirements, as well as, the serious implications for food security, income and 

livelihoods within coastal communities throughout the country. 

The European Union also tabled a far less ambitious proposal, with a total catch reduction of 398,000mt. 

Being heavily biased towards the purse seine fleet, this proposal would have allowed EU flagged vessels 

to catch 6,000mt more than the 2019 catch levels.  

Both proposals were discussed in detail, with subsequent revisions and compromises on the reduction 

levels, resulting with a merged proposal. However, following strong objections from several member 

states on various grounds, the merged proposal was not adopted and was deferred to the Annual Session 

of the IOTC, which is currently scheduled to be held in June 2021. In view of the importance of 

yellowfin stocks to the Maldives and other member states, the Maldives remained determined to get the 

proposal adopted. Maldives finds it extremely disheartening that SS4 ended without any significant 

progress in dealing with this critical issue of the status of yellowfin tuna stocks in the Indian Ocean.  

The Government of the Republic of Maldives is alarmed by the lack of urgency and understanding 

demonstrated by a number of member states of the IOTC, and the lack of political will to address the 

matter at SS4. As reiterated throughout the special session by the Maldivian delegation, the 

sustainability of the tuna stocks of the Indian Ocean is vital for coastal states, in particular, Small Island 

Developing States such as the Maldives. Maldives relies heavily on the tuna stocks for food security, 



 

 

  

 
 

jobs, livelihood opportunities and foreign earnings, and thus the sustainability of the tuna stocks is key 

to the survival of the Maldivian people and our way of life. With the requirement to achieve consensus 

in saving the fate of yellowfin tuna in the Indian Ocean, Maldives accommodated all reasonable 

propositions of member states. However, member states’ reluctance to find a compromised solution and 

to move from their negotiating positions, as well as the unwillingness to adhere to Scientific 

Committee’s advice resulted in an unproductive outcome.  

On this note, Maldives recognises the negotiations also directed the focus on several other issues 

inherent in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, including the importance of improving data reporting, 

and the need for an allocation system, for which Maldives has been pressing the Commission over the 

last several years. 

Majority of the discussion regarding catch reductions proposed by the Maldives focused on the impact 

that any form of catch reduction would have on artisanal coastal fisheries. Several member delegations 

also called for artisanal coastal fisheries to be exempted from any catch reduction measure. In the lead 

up to the special session, based on the Scientific Committee’s advice, Maldives along with the European 

Union, fully acknowledged the “exemptions”, which constitutes approximately 40% of the tuna catch 

in the Indian Ocean, as one of the key factors contributing to the failure of the current rebuilding plan, 

and subsequently, the need for immediate revision.  

The Government of the Republic of Maldives will continue to work with member states during the 

intersessional period before the annual session of the IOTC that is scheduled to take place in June, to 

revise the current yellowfin tuna rebuilding plan and to ensure that stocks are sustained for the future.  

SS4 was a lost opportunity to adopt a comprehensive rebuilding plan to save yellowfin tuna stocks from 

overexploitation. Had the proposal been adopted at SS4, it would be implemented in January 2022. It 

is extremely vital that a credible plan is adopted at the Commission for implementation by then. This 

would allow stocks to rebuild for the benefit of the fishermen of the Maldives and other coastal states 

in the Indian Ocean, as well as to give the NGO community the market confidence, that the IOTC is 

acting responsibly and in accordance with the scientific advice.   
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